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Chris Brand

Chris Brand, President and Chief Executive Officer, oversees the daily operations of   Friends of Disabled Adults and Children, Too! (FODAC), a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing medical equipment to people could not otherwise afford it. He has a lifetime of experience in disability issues. While growing up in Atlanta, he bonded with a close friend of the family who had Duchene Muscular Dystrophy (MD). For 19 years, he watched the effects that the disease had on the human body of his best friend, as well as the family structure. After losing his friend, Chris knew that his vocation, or gifts, would always be tied to this community whose challenges he knew so well. This experience prompted him to work the MD telethons and summer camps for many years. 

Chris has attended Georgia Perimeter and West Georgia Colleges. His first work experience began at three different companies in Atlanta doing accessibility modifications to vans and automobiles for people with disabilities. Chris worked at FODAC from 1993 to 1996 doing all aspects of donation coordination and community building. He left a short period to pursue Physical Therapy certifications at Joan Glancy Hospital working in In-Patient, Out-Patient, and Acute Rehab placements. He returned to FODAC in November of 1999 and established two programs: ReMount-vehicle modifications Re-using used lifts, and a vehicle donation program. Chris was promoted to Executive Director of FODAC in 2001 and voted President in 2003 and still remains. Chris has served in many other capacities of service in the local community. He is the Coordinator of the Stone Mountain Park Foundation for Park employees. He is very active in the local Rotary Club and serves on the Pass It On Center National Task Force.
Deborah Buck

Deborah Buck is currently the Executive Director of the Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP), the national member association of the State Assistive Technology Act Programs. Ms. Buck has 30 years of experience working in the field of disability. Prior to joining ATAP, Ms. Buck was the director of State IT Accessibility for the Information Technology Technical Assistance and Training Center where she provided technical assistance regarding accessible IT policies, standards and initiatives to state governments, AT Programs, businesses and advocates. In 2001, she conducted the first comprehensive study to identify and record the policies and laws regarding IT accessibility adopted by state governments.

Before working on the national level, Ms. Buck was the Director of the New York State Assistive Technology Program for 10 years where she was involved in public and private sector activities related to assistive technology, information technology and telecommunications accessibility. Later, she became the Accessibility Program Manager at the New York State Office for Technology where she was responsible for information technology accessibility-related policy and program development. Ms. Buck holds an MS in Rehabilitation Counseling from the State University of New York at Albany and a BA in Sociology from Bishops University, Quebec, Canada.
Jeremy Buzzell

Mr. Buzzell is a Management and Program Analyst for the Office of Policy and Planning in the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services at the U.S. Department of Education. He joined the Department of Education in 2001, where he has had the opportunity to work in the Office of Special Education Programs and the Rehabilitation Services Administration, as well as for the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee of the U.S. Senate.

Kay Chiodo

Ms. Chiodo is Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Deaf Link, Inc. Her professional career involves over twenty years of providing services to persons with disabilities. She holds certification as an American Sign Language interpreter and served the State of Texas as mobility instructor for persons who are blind or deaf-blind. Deaf Link developed solutions to overcome many of the communication barriers faced by millions of Americans whose disabilities affect how they receive or relay information. Deaf Link developed the Accessible Hazard Alert System (AHAS™) which provides access to alerts/emergency information for persons whose disability determines the modality needed to receive ‘clear and effective’ communication. Many of the accessibility solutions developed by Deaf Link have assisted State and Federal Agencies in their compliance with the     Presidential Mandate for the inclusion of Persons with Disabilities into Emergency      Preparedness.

Kevin Curtin

Mr. Curtin became the TARGET Center Director, U.S. Department of Agriculture, in April 2007. He oversees the daily operations of the Center and focuses on educating the USDA community about the various services that TARGET offers. He speaks to groups about assistive technology, accessibility, Section 508, disability etiquette, ergonomics and other issues affecting persons with disabilities. He came to TARGET with an extensive background in issues affecting the employment of persons with disabilities and assistive technology. He has focused on the employment issues in the Federal sector for many years.  Prior to joining TARGET Kevin served as the Disability Program Manager at the U.S. Department of Labor. In this role he focused on the recruitment and retention of persons with disabilities. While at DOL Kevin also established and managed the DOL Accessibility Center and Section 508 Laboratory and oversaw the interpreting services office. Prior to joining DOL he worked as the Staff Interpreter/Disability Program Manager at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation for six years.  
Robert Curtin

Rob Curtin is an Acquisitions Analyst for the Department of Defense Computer/Electronic Accommodations Program (CAP).  As part of CAP's Dexterity Team, Mr. Curtin works to procure reasonable accommodations for federal employees with dexterity impairments, and is also a member of the CAP Green Team which supports CAP's Green Initiative.  Mr. Curtin's work with the CAP Green Team has led to the implementation of an Assistive Technology (AT) reuse process at CAP where excess AT is reported to the General Services Administration (GSA) as excess property. Through GSA's property reutilization program, GSAXcess®, other federal agencies as well as schools and educational non-profit organizations can view and request these devices. 

Elizabeth Davis

Ms. Davis is an emergency management consultant specializing in Special Needs planning, disaster human services and related issues through her firms EAD & Associates, LLC and the National Emergency Management Resource Center (NEMRC).  She retired as the first Director of the National Organization on Disability’s Emergency Preparedness Initiative, and remains an advisor to DHS and FEMA. She also sits on several national advisory boards, has been a court appointed subject matter expert, participates in many major conferences and web forums and has had materials published on the subject of special needs emergency preparedness. She is a guest instructor for several emergency management graduate programs and the recipient of several awards and 
commendations.

Amy Goldman, MS, CCC

Ms. Goldman is an associate director of the Institute on Disabilities, Pennsylvania’s University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities at Temple University, and a consultant to the Pass It On Center. She directs Pennsylvania’s Initiative on Assistive Technology, the Commonwealth’s program under the federal Assistive Technology Act, as well as other federal, state, and locally funded programs related to assistive technology for individuals of all ages. She is a nationally known presenter and instructor in assistive technology, especially augmentative and alternative communication. She has served as an expert witness in a variety of judicial proceedings, promoting the inclusion of individuals with disabilities in the schools and communities of their choice.

Amy Green

Amy Green is the Shelter activity lead in Mass Care at American Red Cross National Headquarters. Amy joined the Columbus, Ohio, chapter of the American Red Cross after 9/11 as a volunteer while working at the Ohio House of Representatives.  She volunteered as a Disaster Action Team Leader responding to local fires, a Mass Care Team member, and served on several national disaster assignments. After three years of serving in a volunteer role, she joined the chapter as paid staff in the Emergency Services department with primary responsibility for four preparedness and response teams: Mass Care, Material Support, Disaster Assessment, and Response Technology. Prior to joining Red Cross Headquarters in May 2009, Amy was the Director of Community Resources at a small non-profit in Fairfax, Va., that provides services to families and individuals that are homeless and low-income. In this role she led the volunteer department, managed the in-kind program and coordinated all client and fundraising special events.

George Heake

Mr. Heake accepted his current position as Accessibility Information and Technology Coordinator at the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University in April of 2005. He holds a dual position as the Emergency Management and Response Coordinator at the Institute and the Director of Operations at the Center for Preparedness Research, Education and Practice, also at Temple University. He started his technology career in the United States Air Force as a Personnel Systems Specialist. After completing his enlistment, he worked in the behavioral health and disability field assisting autistic adolescents with life-threatening, self-injurious behavior. He co-founded Wolf Twin Technology Inc., which 
specializes in accessible web design and development, instructional design and training.  Mr. Heake has taught under-graduate and graduate classes at Wilmington College, Pennsylvania State University, Philadelphia University, Pennsylvania College of Art and Design and Temple University that have included advanced web design, accessible web development and strategic community outreach. 

June Isaacson Kailes

Ms. Kailes operates a Disability Policy Consulting practice and is the Associate Director, Center for Disability and Health Policy at Western University of Health Sciences. Her breath and depth of experience in cross disability and her national and international work as a writer, trainer, researcher, policy analyst and advocate is known and respected. Ms. Kailes’ work is moving the emergency management world from the vague “special needs” focus to operationalizing a functional needs approach to planning and response. This includes adopting the use of Functional Assessment Service Teams. She blends and bridges two worlds, the disability user experiences and emergency management experiences. 

Jamie L. Karam

Ms. Karam, AT User, and a Program Director for Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LATAN) for over four years, administers LATAN’s device reutilization and emergency preparedness and response programs. Jamie has collaborated with various councils and groups, including Louisiana (LA) SILC and LA Rehabilitation Council, and most recently, LA VOAD, LA Campus Compact Citizen Corps, and LA Emergency Management Disability and Aging Coalition (EMDAC). During disasters, she serves at the State EOC, and she assisted AT users with their needs during and after Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. M. Karam has also been instrumental in the creation of the LA EMDAC’s Volunteer Shelter Caregiver Training Module and the LATAN Emergency Preparedness DVD© to further prepare and assist Louisiana’s citizens with disabilities.

Tracy Keninger

Ms. Keninger is currently a director at Easter Seals Iowa where she is involved with overseeing various programs which provide services to children and adults with disabilities and persons with special needs.   Keninger is also involved with the agency’s marketing, public relations, and legislative action. Easter Seals Iowa serves more then 4,000 families each year reaching all Iowa’s 99 counties. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Education and a Masters Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from Minnesota State University.

Joy Kniskern, M.Ed., CRCC

Ms. Kniskern is Director, Assistive Technology Services, and Principal Investigator, Pass It On Center, in the Georgia Department of Labor, Tools for Life. She is a 30-year vet-
eran in the rehabilitation services arena. Ms. Kniskern began working with the Division of Rehabilitation Services in 1988 to set-up the DRS first rehabilitation engineering program and in 1991, she launched and served as Program Director of a statewide Georgia grant program called Tools for Life, a Georgia Assistive Technology Project. The project has been the catalyst for a number of innovations including ReBoot, a nationally acclaimed statewide computer reuse project; Tools for Life Regional AT Resource Centers; an exemplary Georgia Medicaid policy to cover augmentative communication devices and services; Dollars and Sense: A Guide to AT Resources in Georgia, which is a CD-ROM search tool to locate AT devices and services; High School High, an innovative transition program for secondary school students interested in pursuing science and technology careers; and most recently, Credit-Able, Georgia’s innovative loan guarantee program that offers affordable loans for Georgians with disabilities to purchase assistive technology and join Georgia credit unions. Ms. Kniskern holds a Bachelors of Arts Degree in Sociology from Vanderbilt University and a Masters of Education Degree in Psychological Services and Community Counseling from Georgia State University. She maintains her certification as a rehabilitation counselor and is a member of the Rehabilitation Engineering Society of North America. 

David J. Lett

As the Regional Administrator, Mr. Lett is the principal representative of the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) in Region III which includes responsibility for 23 major federal programs in six states: Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Virginia and West Virginia. The largest of the 23 programs includes the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, as well as Child Support Enforcement, Head Start, Developmental Disabilities, Child Care, Child Welfare, and services to Runaway and Homeless Youth. Mr. Lett has been responsible for the management of a variety of federal programs serving children and families since 1979. Mr. Lett has a Masters Degree in Social Work from St. Louis University and a Masters Degree in Public Administration from Temple University. He has also completed Doctoral work in Public Administration and Political Science at Temple University. 

William Lynch

Mr. Lynch is a trial attorney with the Disability Rights Section at the U.S. Department of Justice. He investigates and litigates violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and provides technical assistance on a number of areas, including the integration of people with disabilities into the mainstream of emergency management as required by law. This includes collaboration with and technical assistance to members of the community, emergency managers, service providers, trainers, and other federal agencies in an effort to achieve effective and equitable emergency management programs and 
services.

Faith McCormick

M. McCormick has been serving as the Acting Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) since January 3, 2009. Prior to joining ADD, she worked closely with State legislators as the Department’s liaison to the National Conference of State Legislators.  She has worked with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for most of her public service career, during which she has worked in the Office of the Inspector General, Office of the Secretary and the Social Security Administration.  She has also worked for the U.S. House of Representatives on Capitol Hill assisting in legislative affairs.

Ms. McCormick started her tenure at ADD as the Executive Assistant to the Commissioner in October 2001, and is currently the Director, Office of Programs, overseeing formula grants and staff involved with the Developmental Disabilities Councils, Protection and Advocacy agencies and the Help America Vote Act.  In addition, she is trained as a Certified Emergency Response Team member and manages ADD’s participation in ACF’s Human Services Emergency Preparedness and Response and Disaster Case Management activities. Early in her career, she had the privilege of being a respite provider for 4 years for a young lady with an intellectual disability. She holds a Masters of Arts in Public Administration.

Neil McDevitt

Mr. McDevitt is the Program Director, Community Emergency Preparedness Information Network (CEPIN), TDI. As a volunteer firefighter in suburban Philadelphia, he is one of a handful of emergency responders in the country who are also profoundly deaf. In addition to hands-on fire and rescue experience with the Fire Department of Montgomery Township, he has provided fire safety presentations to deaf children and adults and given non-verbal communication classes to firefighters, police officers and emergency medical technicians. He was originally involved with CEPIN as one of its leading subject matter experts in developing the CEPIN course. In addition, he brings 10 years of project management experience as a Senior Information Security Specialist with Prudential Financial. He is a graduate of Gallaudet University.
Bruce A. McFarlane, Sr.

Mr. McFarlane is a graduate of the Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York, and retired from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) after 32 years of service. He is now the Acting Director of the National Organization on Disability’s Emergency Preparedness Initiative. While at USDA, he was the special needs advisor to the USDA Incident Commander in Washington, D.C.  Additionally, he was selected as a subject matter expert for the 2006-Nationwide Plan Review and the 2007 National Response Plan/National Incident Management System Review conducted by DHS. In addition to speaking at numerous conferences and training programs around the country, Mr. McFarlane also served as the FEMA Controller at the St. Bernard Parish Evacuation Center during the July 7-9, 2008 “Hurricane Mike” exercise held in New Orleans, and as a FEMA Observer for disability issues at the Ketchikan, Alaska, cruise ship evacuation drill conducted by the US Coast Guard in April 2009.

Helena Mitchell, Ph.D.

Dr. Mitchell is the Executive Director of the Center for Advanced Communications Policy at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta. In tandem, she is Principal Investigator and co-director of the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Wireless Technologies. Her areas of specialty include wireless technologies, emergency preparedness/public safety communications, regulatory/legislative policy, and universal service to vulnerable populations.  She has held executive positions at the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and U.S. Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  At the FCC she was chief of the Emergency Broadcast System and the Emergency Alert System. She received her doctorate from Syracuse University.

Julie Nesbit

Ms. Nesbit, ATP, President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LATAN), is a RESNA-Credentialed Assistive Technology Professional.  Ms. Nesbit has been the President and CEO of LATAN for the past seventeen years. Ms. Nesbit has over 35 years experience in the non-profit arena, as chief executive officer, as board member, and as consultant. She has over 25 years experience in the disability field and with assistive technology as a trainer, advocate, resource coordinator, and as parent of a son with disabilities. She led LATAN in the nation’s first AT response to a disaster in 2005. 

Richard Petty

Mr. Petty is Program Director at Independent Living Research Utilization (ILRU). He directs the CIL NET and SILC NET, national projects providing training and technical assistance to Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and Statewide Independent Living Councils.  Under Petty's direction, ILRU has produced several important publications on emergency preparedness and conducts training for CILs on preparing for and surviving disasters. He has conducted research on the experiences of those with disabilities affected by Hurricane Katrina. Mr. Petty holds an MBA degree from the C. T. Bauer School of Business at the University of Houston.

Carolyn Phillips
Ms. Phillips is Director, Tools for Life, Georgia’s Assistive Technology Program, and
Project Director for the Pass it On Center, both under the aegis of the Georgia Dept. of Labor, Division of Rehabilitation Services. She is a nationally recognized consultant in the field of assistive technology and disabilities. She has spoken to numerous groups on topics that include assistive technology, advocacy, self-determination and living with a learning disAbility. She has published articles in numerous journals, a chapter in a book and poetry focused on understanding and appreciating people with disabilities. Ms. Phillips has dedicated her time and energy to promoting independence for people with disabilities through advocacy, education, assistive technology and fundraising. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia, and her Master's Degree from the University of Kentucky.

Marcie Roth

Ms. Roth was appointed by President Obama as Senior Advisor, Disability Issues for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security - Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in Washington, DC. She joined FEMA after serving as President and CEO of Global Disability Solutions Group, leading national and international initiatives with a focus on emergency management and other disability issues.  Over the past 20 years, Ms. Roth has held leadership positions with several national and international disability organizations and she has been leading private sector efforts to improve emergency preparedness, response and recovery for children and adults with disabilities since 2001.

Lynnae Ruttledge

Ms. Ruttledge was confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Commissioner, Rehabilitation Services Administration, U.S. Department of Education, on Dec.24, 2009. She had served as the Director of the Washington Department of Social and Health Service, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation since 2005. She was responsible for leading Washington’s vocational rehabilitation program, working annually with more than 23,000 individuals with significant disabilities to achieve their vocational goals. Previously, she served in leadership positions at the Oregon Department of Human Services, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Services for more than 17 years. She began her public service career in Michigan as a classroom teacher in the public school system. 

Ms. Ruttledge has received numerous recognitions and awards including serving as a Mary E. Switzer Scholar on Emerging Workforce Issues with the National Rehabilitation Association in 2000, being honored with the Oregon Governor’s Award as Disabled Oregonian of the Year in 2000 and the Washington Governor’s Award for Leadership in Management in 2007. As a person born with a disability, she received assistance from the vocational rehabilitation program and graduated from the Northern Michigan University with a B.S. in Education. 

Sara Sack, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Dr. Sack is a senior research professor at the University of Kansas and directs several state and federal programs related to assistive technology access and acquisition, including Assistive Technology for Kansans which has five assistive technology access sites to serve the state. The Kansas Equipment Reutilization program, KEE, has a statewide distribution system which refurbishes and reassigns over 600 devices per year. She serves on numerous state and national committees and enjoys the challenge of working with groups to establish programs and to improve program operation.

Edward Tanzman
Mr. Tanzman is Co-Director of the Center for Integrated Emergency Preparedness at Argonne National Laboratory, located near Chicago. The Center’s 26 planners, lawyers, risk communications specialists and social scientists develop new preparedness methods and tools for federal, state and local agencies. Mr. Tanzman also is an instructor in the University of Chicago’s Master of Science Program in Threat and Response Management. His publications include a book, three software applications and some 40 articles and papers. Mr. Tanzman holds degrees from the University of Chicago and Georgetown University Law Center. He is member of the Illinois and District of Columbia bars. 
Bryan Vaughan

Mr. Vaughan was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist to serve as executive director of the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities in January 2008. He has a long history of political and disabilities involvement.  He obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from Mercer University, possesses a Master of Science degree in clinical psychology from Troy State University, and is a board-certified expert in traumatic stress. He was awarded the Outstanding Achiever Award by the Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Facilities for developing Georgia's Ex-Offender Employment Program which assists released felons in securing permanent employment. During his successful career in law enforcement, he received numerous honors including the Silver Cross Medal, Bronze Cross Medal, Officer of the Year from the American Legion and Certificate of Meritorious Service from the U.S. Customs Service.

At the height of his law-enforcement career, Mr. Vaughan was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Over the next few years, he was hospitalized many times due to exacerbations from the MS, leading to an 18-month period in a wheelchair. In 2001, the effects of the disease caused deterioration of his vision to the point that he was determined legally blind. Since 1996, Mr. Vaughan has worked with a variety of clients—from ex-felons to persons with physical, mental, and emotional illnesses—to help them overcome barriers to employment. As a recipient as well as a provider of services, he has a personal understanding of the various difficulties faced by people with disabilities. Although he has visual and physical limitations, he has been able to thrive in work environments which are not traditional for persons with disabilities. He is a living example that a person with disabilities can progress beyond what society presently views as norms, achieve the exceptional, and live a life that is fulfilling and rewarding.  
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